
Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra 
presents 

Christian McBride with SRJO  
 

Saturday, June 19, 2021               Taper Auditorium at Benaroya Hall                 7:30 PM 
 

"a Juneteenth celebration event" 
 
 

Tonight's Program 
 
The Shade of the Cedar Tree                           Christian McBride 
 
Broadway                 comp. McRea, Woode & Bird/arr. Christian McBride 
 
Used Ta' Could                 Christian McBride 
 
Bluesin' in Alphabet City               Christian McBride 
 
Familiar Steps (world premiere performance)                       Christian McBride 
 
Pie Blues                Christian McBride & Joey DeFrancesco 
 
Full House              comp. Wes Montgomery/arr. Christian McBride 
 
Gettin' To It                 Christian McBride 
 
 
 
 

Tonight's Performers 
 

Michael Brockman, alto/soprano sax, clarinet, 
artistic director 

Sidney Hauser, alto sax, clarinet 
Travis Ranney, tenor sax, clarinet 

Mark Taylor, tenor/soprano sax, flute 
Alex Dugdale, baritone sax, bass clarinet 

Dan Marcus, lead trombone 
Scott Brown, trombone 
Bill Anthony, trombone 

David Bentley, bass trombone 

Jerome Smith, tuba 
Brad Allison, lead trumpet 

Michael Van Bebber, trumpet 
Jay Thomas, trumpet 

Nathan Breedlove, trumpet 
Randy Halberstadt, piano 

Milo Petersen, guitar 
Phil Sparks, double bass 
D'Vonne Lewis, drums

 
 

 
 

 
 
  



SRJO CELEBRATES JUNETEENTH 
 

SRJO's staff, board of directors, artistic directors and entire orchestra are thrilled to join with our community 
(and especially with our BIPOC friends and colleagues) in recognition and celebration of Juneteenth, the 

traditional date that has, in this past week, been designated as a national holiday on which all Americans reflect 
on the profound impacts that slavery, emancipation, and persistent racism have had, and continue to have, on 

the history of our nation.  
 

Our celebration includes the joy that we feel when presenting jazz music, which in its essence is a Black 
American art form that thrives in our society only when diversity is cherished and allowed to the bear fruit of 
creative expression by all people.  In the history of jazz music (which now extends more than 100 years), the 

earnest, creative, and tireless work of Black composers and performers has repeatedly renewed, refreshed, and 
expanded jazz to become one of America's most important, if not the most important contribution to the world 

of art--of any kind.  
 

SRJO considers jazz to be America's classical music. The celebrated accomplishments of men and women such 
as Louis Armstrong, Lil' Hardin, Billie Holiday, Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Miles Davis, 
Charlie Parker, Thelonious Monk, Mary Lou Williams, Charles Mingus, and countless other masters of jazz, 
have brought this music to such a revered status, that it is loved and performed throughout the world. Jazz is 

valued as the epitome of American diversity and creativity. All of us at SRJO and in the jazz community are the 
beneficiaries of those accomplishments. 

  

• • • 
 
 

 
Christian McBride 

bassist, composer, band leader, broadcaster 

Seven-time GRAMMY-winning jazz bassist and composer Christian McBride 
is a leading figure on today’s international jazz stage, and a dominant 
contributor to the New York jazz scene. He has performed with such groups as 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis, and the bands of 
Herbie Hancock, Sonny Rollins, Chick Corea, Freddie Hubbard, McCoy 
Tyner, Brad Mehldau, Herbie Hancock, Pat Metheny, Joe Henderson, Diana 
Krall, Roy Haynes, John McLaughlin, Pat Martino, Hank Jones, Lewis Nash, 
Joshua Redman, , Niels- Henning Ørsted Pedersen, and John Clayton, as well 
as with pop, hip-hop, R&B and soul musicians like and James Brown, Celine 
Dion, Isaac Hayes, Sting, Paul McCartney, The Roots, Queen Latifah, 
Kathleen Battle, Renee Fleming, Carly Simon, and Bruce Hornsby. Mr. 
McBride appears on more than 300 recordings as a sideman or bandleader.  

A native of Philadelphia, McBride moved to New York in 1989 to pursue classical studies at the Juilliard 
School. There he was promptly recruited to the road by saxophonist Bobby Watson. With what he refers to as a 
“change in curriculum,” McBride embarked on a decade’s worth of study through hundreds of recording 
sessions and countless gigs with an ever-expanding circle of musicians. He has since become one of the most 
requested, most recorded, and most respected figures in the music world today.  

In 2000, the lessons of the road came together in the formation of the Christian McBride Band—featuring 
saxophonist Ron Blake, keyboardist Geoffrey Keezer, and drummer Terreon Gully—which was praised by jazz 



writer/critic Alan Leeds as “one of the most intoxicating, least predictable bands on the scene today.” In 2009 
McBride began focusing his energy through a more traditional lens, with the debut of his critically-acclaimed 
Inside Straight quintet, and with the Christian McBride Big Band, whose 2012 release, “The Good Feeling” 
won the GRAMMY for Best Large Ensemble Jazz Album. As his career entered its third decade, McBride 
added the role of mentor by tapping rising stars, pianist Christian Sands and drummer Ulysses Owens, Jr. for 
membership in the Christian McBride Trio and their GRAMMY-nominated album, “Out Here.” He has since 
gone on to win numerous awards as a soloist, collaborator and band leader, including the 2020 GAMMY for 
Best Instrumental Composition, the 2020 GRAMMY for Best Jazz Instrumental Album (with Brad 
Mehldau), and the 2021 GRAMMY for Best Jazz Instrumental Album (with Chick Corea).  

McBride is also a respected educator, spokesman, and advocate for the arts, first noted in 1997 when he spoke 
on former President Bill Clinton’s town hall meeting “Racism in the Performing Arts.” He has since been 
named Artistic Director of the historic Newport Jazz Festival, the New Jersey Performing Arts center (NJPAC) 
and the TD James Moody Jazz Festival, as well as the National Jazz Museum in Harlem. He has served as the 
second Creative Chair for Jazz of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association, and as Advisor for Jazz 
Programming at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC).  Maintaning his commitment to education, 
he serves as Artistic Director of Jazz House KiDS (located in New Jersey), and the Jazz Aspen Snowmass 
Summer Sessions. 

In addition to performing, recording, instructing and advocating, McBride now hosts and produces two 
syndicated radio programs: National Public Radio’s “Jazz Night in America,” a weekly radio show and 
multimedia collaboration between WBGO, NPR and Jazz at Lincoln Center, showcasing outstanding live jazz 
from across the country (heard locally at KNKX 88.5 FM), and “The Lowdown: Conversations With Christian” 
on Sirius XM satellite radio.  

• • • 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO SRJO SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS! 

2020-21 SEASON SPONSORS 

This concert was presented in part through generous support from ArtsFund, King County 4Culture, Seattle Office of Arts 
& Culture, Washington State Arts Commission (ArtsWA), Kennelly Keys Music, Art Works (arts.gov), Explore Kirkland, 
Muckleshoot Tribe, Tulalip Tribes, The Clowes Fund, Robert Chinn Foundation, Hubbard Family Foundation, Horizons 
Foundation, Lucky Seven Foundation, Earshot Jazz, Seattle Sound Repair, Hydrogen Advertising, and KNKX 88.5 FM,  

plus a grant from the Small Business Administration of the USA.  
 
 
Help SRJO Keep the Music Playing! If you would like to make an additional tax-deductible gift to SRJO by our 
fiscal year-end on 6/30, you can support us online at www.srjo.org, by check (mail to SRJO, PO Box 45592, 
Seattle, WA 98145-0592), by phone. We also gratefully accept gifts of stock, and some donors have included 
SRJO in their bequests. For questions or if you need assistance, please call us at 206-523-6159. 

 
To all our donors, supporters, and subscribers!  We could not survive without you! 

 
  

Donations to SRJO can be made today at: 
www.SRJO.org/donate 

Venmo: srjojazz 
www.PayPal.Me/SRJOjazz 



 
• • • • • • 

 
Please join us for our next concert: 

Saturday, August 14th  7:30 PM 
 

Special guest saxophonist and band leader, 
Joshua Redman 

joins SRJO 
on stage at Benaroya Hall 

 
Livestream tickets are on sale now at: 

SRJO.org 
and in-person tickets will go on sale during July 

 
Thank you for being here with us tonight!  

 
# # # 


